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wide end closest 10 its body, and hammered

several times at the tapered end. It then picked

up the piece of wood by the wide end and

probed the hole with the pointed end for ap-
proximately 20 seconds. The female breeder,
who had just left the area, called from a tree
about 200 meters away and the individual
probing the hole stopped and looked toward
her. It turned and placed the tool into the hole
and flew to join the female. 1 went to the hole,
saw only the remains of a spider’s web inside,
and retrieved the piece of wood (Fig. 1). It did
not match exactly the gap from which it had
been pulled; the tapered end had been nar-

rowed. A few days later, when 1 approached -

the post, a large spider dashed out of the hole
and disappeared.
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t and Nesting Behavior of the Nightingale Wren

Daniel G. Christian'?* and Dina Roberts'?

ABSTRACT.—Nests and nesting behavior of the
Nightingale Wren (Microcerculus marginatus) in
Panama are described. Twe nests were found at the
ends of horizontal burrows in dirt banks, presumably
excavated by other species. The nest chambers were
lined with dead leaf fragments. Clutch sizes Were two
and three eggs. Incubation period was 19 or 20 days
for one nest, and the nestling period was 16 or 17
days for the second nest. A comparison of nests in
the Troglodytidae shows the nests of M. marginatus
to be most similar to those of the genera Salpinctes,

Catherpes, and Hylorchilus, all of which are second-"

ary cavity nesters. If nest type is a phyl
conserved characteristic, thon these four genera
be more closely related than is reflected in ¢
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The Nightingale Wren (Microcerculus mar-
ginatus; A.0.U. 1998; Troglodytidae) is a ter-
restrial resident of humid forest undergrowth
from Costa Rica south to Bolivia and Brazil
(Stiles 1983, Ridgely-and Tudor 1997). The
vocalizations and plumages of M. marginatus

avébpénrdé’scribed (Slud 1958, Stiles 1983,

: Ha.rd ; and Delaney 1987); however, its nest

~and n sting behavior : e unknown. Hilty and
Brown (1986) noted a bird “nest building” on

15 February in the upper Anchicayé Valley of

Colombia; but we' could find i

) ; nothing the

subh§£$ about the nest. Schonwetter (19793;
escribed one repaired egg from Vi )

_ I enezue
white, !Jll[ mentioned nothing about ﬂ?c lg;st
g: nesting behavior. Lack of information on
hie ;ests and ncst.ing behavior of tropical birds

nders comparative studies and development

of conservation
plans. Here we descri
first known nests of the species mm‘:esnt:;
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